
SHNA COMMUNITY MEETING 
November 28, 2012 

 
Membership Report:  Richard Meritzer 
- We have 38 members. 
- Don’t forget dues are due for 2013 in January. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Heinrich 
- We have $1,941 in the treasury.  $1,538 of that is from Comcast for the Green Space. 
- Most of the rest will be used to apply for our 501(c)(3) status very soon. 
- We have a bank account now, so people can pay dues by check now. 
 
Communications Report:  Jessica Varone 
- People handed out flyers at Sunnyside during the election. 
 
Block Watch Report:  Barry Werber 
- Barry missed the last Zone 5 meeting because of a death in the family. 
- Handouts regarding safety resources were provided. 
 
Green Space Update:  Nettie Henning 
- A committee of Board members recently met to discuss next steps, which they broke into 
phases: 

(1)  Signage for Stanton Heights, which also must mention Comcast; a community 
bulletin board with vandalism protections and info about SHNA; clearing out trees and 
trimming up the trees we’re keeping to have 6-foot clearances. 
(2)  Lisa – our urban forester – will provide direction on vegetation that should stay/go/be 
planted anew.   

- They also discussed asking Comcast to consider providing lighting and cameras.  They planned 
to meet with Comcast about this, the above next steps, and Comcast’s fence plans soon.   
- Councilman Dowd added that his office has talked with Comcast.  They are going to have to 
dedicate city money for a survey for Comcast to move forward and are hoping to get that done 
by the first part of 2013.  Comcast wants a nice fence around their station site.   
 
- Councilman Dowd further discussed redistricting.  He was 99% sure that Stanton Heights is 
going to be divided along Stanton Avenue with Councilman Burgess representing one side and 
Councilman Dowd representing the other.  Dowd will represent the Hawthorne/Firehouse side; 
Burgess will have the other side.   
- Dowd encouraged us to look at this as Stanton Heights picking up an additional voice in 
Council.   
- He further noted that the Green Space is in what will be Burgess’s district.  Dowd’s office will 
fund the survey, but after that, we need to bring Burgess in.  He suggested we start by inviting 
him to our next meeting, possibly having a meeting with the executive committee. 
- Richard Meritzer suggested that we form a committee to brief Burgess as soon as the 
redistricting is finalized, that we get past minutes to him too. 
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Executive Officer and Board Member Elections: 
- Candidates were introduced and a vote was taken by secret ballot. 
- There were positions open for President, Secretary, and three Board Members.   
- On the ballot for President:  Nettie Henning. 
- On the ballot for the Board Member positions:  Al Colelli, Barry Werber, and Brenda Werber. 
- No one ran for Secretary. 
- Votes were counted and the results were as follows: 
- President:  Nettie Henning; 
- New Board Members:  Al Colelli, Barry Werber, and Brenda Werbert; 
- Secretary position remains open. 
 
Other Announcements and Community Business: 
 
- The Stanton Heights United Methodist Church closed in April, and there was an event to decide 
what to do with the building.  The church is still trying to decide what to do with the property. 
 
- Jim Heinrich attended the mayor’s Civic Leadership Academy.  This is a 10-week program 
where participants learn about and visit a different department of city government each week. 
- Councilman Dowd noted that there is a similar police academy where citizens learn all about 
policing.  It is 10 weeks too, once per week.  His office can help anyone interested in 
participating.  He didn’t think anyone from Stanton Heights had participated so far. 
 
- Nettie announced that there has been great progress in the neighborhood stabilization program.  
Dowd noted that this is a federal program put in place by the Obama administration to help with 
foreclosures.  It is targeted to areas not traditionally in need but that have certain spiking trends.  
The purpose is to stabilize areas facing foreclosure and to make sure that foreclosed properties 
are not taken over by slum lords.  Nettie noted that they have purchased 4 properties to renovate 
so far:  938 Oranmore, 1012 Oranmore, 209 Schenley Manor Drive, and 1140 Woodbine.  It 
won’t be long before they are on the market.  Dowd noted that for one of the properties, the 
current owner is in foreclosure, and East Liberty Development Corporation is working with the 
tenant in the property to help move the tenant into a rent-to-own arrangement.   
 
- A community member raised a concern about a recent home invasion on Woodbine.  She thinks 
there is a lot of drug activity in houses in that area and has seen what look like quick exchanges.  
Other community members encouraged calling 911 so that the police know it is an area of the 
neighborhood they need to watch.  Dowd suggested noting any details you can about the 
situation – time of day, descriptions of participants, license plate numbers – and calling 911 with 
those details.  He assured that officers will come and talk to you more if you want them to; but if 
you don’t want them to, they won’t, so no need to be afraid to call.  Dowd himself has been 
calling 911 with this information, and the police are finding that the perpetrators are people who 
are coming into the city from outside because they find it is an easy place to do a drop.  One 
community member was concerned that criminals have scanners that can pick up 911 calls.  
Dowd suggested that if you don’t want to call 911, you can send an email to him, and he will 
pass it on to Zone 5.  He also noted there is a separate narcotics number at Zone 5 that citizens 
can call instead of 911, or you can direct dial Zone 5.  Nettie noted that we need people to 
volunteer to run block watches.  Another community member noted that drug exchanges were a 
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concern at Kelly Field, but enough neighbors notified the police that they stationed an officer 
there.  The more times you call them, the more attention the area will get. 
 
- There were questions about what is happening with the church.  Nettie has sought updates from 
Eileen, the Stanton Heights contact with the church so far, but hasn’t heard back.  Nettie called 
Jim, the United Methodists representative regarding the church, and he advised that they don’t 
know what they’re going to do with the building yet.  Richard noted that we are very limited in 
what we can do with the church because of Stanton Heights’ very strict residential zoning. 
 
- Meeting adjourned. 
 

IMPROMPTU BOARD MEETING 
November 28, 2012 

 
- Jim noted our need to adopt a Conflict of Interest Policy for purposes of filing our 501(c)(3) 
application.   
- The Board members in attendance voted unanimously to adopt the sample Conflicts of Interest 
Policy provided by Garrett Cooper, with the provision that at the next Board meeting, the Board 
would vote to adopt changes to the policy to make it more appropriate for and applicable to 
SHNA. 


